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The Sause Family
of Maplewood Arabians

Heidi SauseÕs Þrst experience with an Arabian was hardly one that 
would suggest a long and pleasant career in breeding and showing 
Arabian horses. After recognizing HeidiÕs need for a more talented 

horse, HeidiÕs father borrowed a horse trailer and took her to test-ride Pat, 
a three-quarter Arabian. ÒHe turned a corner sharply, and I didnÕt, and I 
landed in a large mud puddle,Ó Heidi remembers. ÒLanded so hard I had 
mud in my underwear when I got home. Pat was broken only to hackamore 
and wearing a bit that had no effect on slowing or turning. I found that out 
after I gunned him to see how fast he could go. Of course, I had to have 
him.Ó The family bought Pat, in spite of this caper, and he became a good 
and faithful mount for Heidi. But he never learned to carry a bit. 

Before Pat, there was Pumpkin, a brokendown Thoroughbred. ÒHe laid 
down most of the time which worked for me,Ó Heidi remembers, Òbecause as 
soon as I got off the school bus, IÕd change clothes and run up to his napping 
area and crawl onto his back. Occasionally, heÕd feel good enough to get up 
on his feet and even to run. ThatÕs what I loved. WeÕd race up and down the 
gravel road. When Pumpkin slept more than he ran, my father drove for 
three hours to a farm in the Willamette Valley to see Pat. In spite of the mud 
landing, he was a perfect Þt for my equine appetite.Ó

Heidi and her husband Dale are of the pioneering sort. Great-
grandfathers of both Heidi and Dale pioneered on the Oregon coast. They 
made their living raising cattle and living in the woods and on the water long 
before the Northwest was well populated. Both familiesÕ businesses grew to 
supply and transport lumber to meet CaliforniaÕs growth, especially in the 
1960s and the 1970s. Dale continues to operate the family business in ocean 
transportation. 

Heidi and DaleÕs children Ñ  two horsey daughters, one son who 
only enjoys horsepower Ñ  got their exposure to horses early on. ÒThe 
kids cleaned more stalls than they care to remember,Ó Heidi says. Before 
they built their own home, the Sauses built a barn to accommodate their 
expanding horse population, a barn that included living quarters for the 
family above the stalls. ÒThe horses soon Þgured out they would be fed 
sooner if they kicked the stalls and woke us up,Ó Heidi recounts.Ó This 
practice accelerated until feeding time came at dawn. I applied my own 
cure to the instigator mare, dropped water on her from above her stall, and 
soon ended the early-bird habit.Ó Both daughters (Caitlin and Cory) have 

A few of the oldies at Maplewood: Pat, HeidiÕs 
three-quarter Arabian, had a home with the 
Sause family for many years. Here, he and 
Heidi and friends practice for a local parade. 
Pat unceremoniously dumped Heidi when she 
test-rode him (about 1963), but she loved him 
anyway, and HeidiÕs father bought him for her.
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Heidi and Dale imported *Gitara PASB (*Eskimos x *Gildia by *El Paso) in 1992. Her halter stance (right) got her championships and reserves  
in prominent shows in the Northwest and California, including two Regional top fives. After *Gitara was sold, Heidi was able to buy one of her 
daughters and to lease another for the Maplewood program. Maplewood hosted a number of open house-type events, including special days in 
cooperation with Korona Polish Breeders Society. Here Heidi (left) presents *Gitara at a 1994 Korona event. 

not in the path of OregonÕs frequent fogs. The moisture and 
subterranean irrigation from the tidal ßows keep the SausesÕ 
thirty acres of pasture green year around and the horsesÕ hooves 
moist and healthy. The hay Þelds are nestled in 100 acres of 
coastal forest, moss, fern, and trails. On the west side of the 
Cascade Mountains, mud is the primary weather factor from 
late November until early May. It rarely freezes and most 
temperatures are in the 45 to 70 degree range. 

As Heidi and Dale learned more about the breed, they 
came to appreciate the qualities of the Polish Arabians, and that 
preference led to many travels, adventures, and highs and lows. 
The Þrst ÒPolish experienceÓ came as the Poles were negotiating 
to lease Monogramm (Negatraz x *Monogramma by Knippel) 
to stand at Michal—w State Stud. In a complicated three-way 
arrangement with the Poles and Bill and Meredith Bishop, the 
owners of Monogramm, the Sauses were to select two Polish 
mares for importation for themselves. *Gitara PASB (*Eskimos 
x *Gildia by *El Paso) was the Þrst, and the Bishops and Heidi 
ßew to Poland to select a second mare. Dale could not make the 
trip, but cautioned Heidi to Òbring home value for the money.Ó 
After several days, in three different settings (stalls, paddock, and 
the Michal—w pastures), Heidi singled out a gorgeous grey mare 
who was identiÞed as *Erwina (Palas x Elegancja by Burkan). 

competed, from the walk-trot days to U.S. Nationals, and they 
have earned all the farmÕs performance National Championships 
and Scottsdale awards. 

Naming the farm was easy. It was located in a maple 
tree forest, so ÒMaplewoodÓ seemed a natural. Heidi traded 
a plate of chocolate chip cookies to an artist friend for the 
logo design. Maplewood is located on OregonÕs coast, but is 

*Galia (Chazar x *Gielda by *Naborr) was one of MaplewoodÕs 
early Polish mares, and one the whole family enjoyed. Here she is 
with Heidi and DaleÕs daughter Caitlin. *Galia produced Galiant 
(by Monogramm), a grey colt sold to Germany as a two-year-old. 
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Happily, the Poles agreed to the sale, and *Erwina and *Gitara 
PASB came to Maplewood in 1992.

Heidi spent months Òplaying Lawrence of Arabia,Ó riding 
*Erwina over the nearby sand dunes, toning her up to show in 
Most Classic competition at a Salem show. Heidi  recounts the 
events of the show: ÒMichael Byatt was the judge, and *Erwina 
was one of the Þrst to enter the arena. Michael had no eyes for 
any other horse once she was there. He had the exhibitors line 
up along the rail and pinned *Erwina the winner almost before 
the others had found their places on the rail. Then he literally 
ran to Tara Borasek, *ErwinaÕs handler, demanding ÔWHO is 
this?Õ Within days of the show, HeidiÕs phone rang with an offer 
to bring $50,000 cash in a suitcase to purchase *Erwina. Would 
I accept? *Erwina had not had a foal for us and the market was 
beginning to soften, but it didnÕt take me long to say ÔNo,
thank you.ÕÓ

In 1990, Dale and Heidi added to their Polish contingent 
when they imported one of PolandÕs Þnest: *Dewiza, a daughter 
of Negatiw, and out of a Comet daughter. *Dewiza produced 
two foals at Maplewood (by Wizjon and DWD Tabasco), then 
went to Meadow Wood Farms in Washington State. Her Polish-
bred foals went to many countries. She was a beautiful mare 
and she added considerably to the look of the Maplewood mare 
collection. Another Polish mare came to Maplewood through 
HeidiÕs perception of Arabian value. *Era (*Caracyn x Eskapada 
by *Naborr) was found on a Quarter Horse farm, where she and 
her stablemates had been left without payment for food. She had 

Balagan (Negatraz x MHR Port Macja 
by Port Bask) specialized in park and 
pleasure driving and brought in several 
Regional Reserves in park; his wins 
include three Youth National Top Tens. 
HeÕs pictured here with Cory Sause.  

*Dewiza (Negatiw x Druzyna) was foaled at Michal—w State Stud in Poland in 1971, and the 
Sauses bought her in 1990. She produced two foals for them, then was sold to Meadow Wood 
Farm. Here she is, pre-importation, with Dick Patterson (American breeder of Polish Arabians) at 
the Michal—w stables.

At a 1994 Korona weekend at Maplewood, vodka toasts were 
numerous, the Sause Arabians were paraded, and guests appreciated 
the wisdom of the special persons the Sauses invited. Left to right: 
Urszula Bialobok and Director Ignacy Jaworowski of Michal—w 
State Stud in Poland, Heidi and Dale Sause, and Isabella 
Zawadzka head of the Polish Arabian Horse Society. Two native 
Poles, Thomas Skotniki and George Zbyszewski, manned the 
barbecue for the dinner crowd.

plate-sized raw spots on her hips from lying on the hardpan clay 
of the paddock. She wasnÕt cycling, almost worthless, and too far 
gone for most. She had been marked for slaughter: her hooves 
were painted red. Heidi understood the worth of the mare and 
bought her in spite of her circumstances. At Maplewood, In 
1998, *Era produced Erykk MF (by Balagan), a colt who has 
matured to one of MaplewoodÕs Þnest stallions. AHW PROOF
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Gotcha (Negatraz x *Galia by Chazar) brought more 
international distinction to Maplewood. He was exported on 
lease to Goran and Christina Wale of Sweden. He sired foals 
there that were nationally ranked, and he was shown to a fourth 
place at the Swedish National Show. When Gotcha returned to 
the United States, he went to Red Bluff, California, where he 
stands for Arletta Schaufel. 

In the stables, Heidi is the faithful foal watch person. For 
Dale, the midwiÞng chores are his favorite time with the horses. 
ÒHeÕs only missed the water break a few times,Ó says Heidi, Òbut 
heÕs gotten better at waiting until the tone of my voice on the cell 
phone tells him itÕs going to happen within minutes. Just long 
enough to put on a coat, grab a ßashlight, lock up the dogs, and 
get to the barn.Ó Dale helps Heidi with heavy chores (unloading 
grain, moving hay bales) and in the summer bringing the horses 
from the lower Þelds for the night. Dale continues to operate 
the family business in ocean transportation and is invested in the 
familyÕs cattle-raising enterprise, where they produce free-range, 
hormone-free beef and are building a market for herd online 
video auctions.                                                                                                                                       

Maplewood currently owns 16 Arabians with Þve mares 
to foal next year, three of them to outside stallions. Two mares 
are in foal to AÞre Bey V, and a daughter of Hallelujah Bey is in 
foal to Noble Rhyton (Gai Monarch x *Cesarzowa by Madar). 
The Maplewood stallion Erykk MF stands at Arabian Services 
at Cairo, Georgia, with Guy BeneÞeld and Jeanne Johnson 
as breeding manager/trainers. AVS Equine Vet Hospital has 

Top: ÒMain guyÓ of the Maplewood stallions and 
colts Erykk MF (Balagan x *Era by *Carycyn), a  
bay stallion, was foaled at Maplewood in 1998. HeÕs 
now a southern boy as he stands at Guy BenefieldÕs 
Arabian Services at Cairo, Georgia. ÒWeÕre enjoying 
the family of breeders who have demonstrated early 
support and belief in ErykkÕs bloodlines and his 
siring of talented youngsters,Ó says Heidi. 

Bottom: *Era (*Carycyn x Eskapada by *Naborr), 
a true rescue horse, was discovered under the most 
dire circumstances, and marked for slaughter. Heidi  
understood the value of her pedigree, rescued her 
at the eleventh hour, and brought her home. *Era 
produced three foals for the Sauses, her last foal 
Erykk MF, a top sire for Maplewood.

produced an 88 percent conception rate with transported semen. 
ÒWith Erykk, weÕre enjoying expanding the family of breeders 
that has demonstrated early support and belief in ErykkÕs 
bloodlines and his talent for throwing talented offspring,Ó 
says Heidi. ÒAnd weÕre very proud that 100 percent of his 
2008 outside mares were rebred to him in 2009. As earlier, itÕs 
intriguing to look for opportunities to export Erykk on a lease 
arrangement, sharing his bloodines in exchange for importing 
new bloodlines to our program.Ó

Currently, Heidi and Dale are concentrating on rebuilding 
the foundation of their early program with young replacement 
stock, and the 2009 weanlings show great promise in that effort. 
ÒI already feel weÕve accomplished replacing *Era and *Gitara 
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of the line-up watching the ribbons being passed out. Whatever 
color our two won, it wasnÕt blue, red, yellow, pink, or green. I 
think it was washed-out white. By the time the announcer got to 
our pair, the ribbon was snatched out of the poor ring assistantÕs 
hand and Bey Zim was directed to run out of the arena and head 
for our stalls. This of course was the intent Ñ  to leave the scene 
of humiliation as fast as possible. We were mortiÞed. Now, 20 
years later, the same daughter just recently rode in a show, her 
Þrst in many years. It didnÕt go as well as we had hoped, but her 
exit was graceful and humble, and she worked hard the next day 
to get better, returning for the championship, rather than quitting 
on a bad note. Lessons learned.Ó 

After four decades plus of knowing and breeding Arabians, 
Heidi is still intrigued and entranced by Arabians. ÒThere is no 
other breed that I would consider owning. Walk down the aisle 
of a barn with many breeds, and only the Arabians look happy 
to see you. Horses of other breeds are concerned with their feed. 
They are not interested in your companionship. The relationship 
with Arabians, a thinking relationship, is what I love about 
the breed. Not to mention the great beauty. I love looking at 
Arabians. They nurture my soul.Ó

Gotcha (Negatraz x *Galia by Chazar), 
a 1988 stallion, went to Goran and 
Christina Wale in Sweden in 1991. 
He sired 23 foals in Sweden, then was 
returned to the United States. 

PASB with granddaughters who built on these early maresÕ 
strengths,Ó Heidi notes. ÒWe look forward to starting these 
youngsters under saddle, but have to be patient while they grow.Ó

The Maplewood team has recently been joined by resident 
trainer Ashley Bibby. ÒShe is doing a fantastic job,Ó says Heidi. 

Showing now occupies more time and effort of the family. 
ÒWhen folks ponder whether raising kids around horses and 
spending the money to show them is worth it, we never hesitate 
to answer,Ó say Heidi and Dale. ÒThe lessons learned in that 
setting have valuable applications in the real world. Work ethic, 
patience, sportsmanship, coping with failure, comebacks, tenacity, 
dealing with difÞcult people, budgeting, time management, and 
humility come to mind. The most memorable moment came at 
a show in Red Bluff, California. We loved that show because they 
give awesome belt buckles for the championships. At the time, 
our younger daughter was cutting her teeth on her second horse, 
a gelding who wasnÕt really an English horse, but he wasnÕt really a 
western horse either. He and our daughter made their way around 
the ring, heavy on the bit, not terriÞc transitions, no ßat-footed 
walk, and lots of head-bobbing. It wasnÕt a pretty sight. That was 
in the days of big classes and the worst part of it was the misery 

Middle: Razzberry (Barbary x MW Bint Fayzarda by EW Fez) is among the best at bringing home 
show trophies for Maplewood. His specialty is English pleasure, and he collected wins all the way to 
National competition including two Canadian National Championships and a Reserve. At the 1998 Youth 
Nationals, he upped the count. Here he is with Caitlin Sause at the 1998 Youth Nationals where they 
lined up three National Championship trophies, all in English pleasure.
Right: 2002 Canadian National Reserve Senior Champion Stallion Gitar MF (Afire Bey V x *Gitara), 
bred by Maplewood Arabians is the Òperfect reflectionÓ of the farmÕs breeding intentions, according to Heidi 
Sause. Gitar MF is pictured here with trainer Rodney Eckenrode.
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